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fragments of the sericin sheath may still be adhering. They
are coloured brown by solution of iodopotassium iodide and
are stained yellow by picric acid. They dissolve rapidly in
concentrated sulphuric acid, and also in boiling concentrated
hydrochloric acid, the silk of B. mori dissolving in half a
minute, while the other varieties take longer. They are slowly
soluble in cuoxam. These characters are sufficient to distinguish
silk from the other fibres.

The student may advantageously supplement the examina-
tion of the foregoing fibres with the examination of a few
samples of linen and cotton fabrics, lint, filter paper, &c.,
taking care to separate, in the fabrics, the warp from the weft,
and examine each separately. In papers, especially in the finest
qualities of filtering paper, the fibres often exhibit considerable
disorganisation, due to the mechanical treatment to which they
have been subjected, and are then difficult to recognise.